March Madness – Part 3
March 26, 2017
INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.
• Are there any objects of significance that have been passed down through the generations in your family?
• Are you planning on passing it on to anyone else? When? How will you do it?
We are by nature a forgetful people. One of the things that helps us remember where we’ve come from is when we have memories
associated with special objects. When we see that object, we have a story to tell about why it’s special. In Joshua 4, God
commanded His people to set up piles of stones in order to help them remember where they had come from. When we regularly
reflect on where we’ve come from we are better prepared to follow Jesus where He will lead us in the future.
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 1:1-9.
• What happened before Joshua took charge of Israel? How nervous and afraid do you think Joshua was in that moment? What
reason did he have to take courage?
In this passage, the people of Israel are about to take hold of the land that God has given into their hands. Moses had led them for
more than 40 years, and now it was Joshua’s turn. Can you imagine the courage Joshua would need to lead at this unique time in the
history of God’s people? While Joshua had many reasons to be nervous and afraid, he had far greater reasons to take courage. The
God who gave the promise of the land would be with Israel wherever they went
• Read Matthew 22:37-39 and 28:18-20. What are we called to do today? In what sense is the call on every Christian’s life the
same?
• Read John 16:33. What assurance and hope does Jesus give to those who courageously obey Him?
Many people ask the question, “What is God’s will for my life?” However, we often over-complicate the answer. God has called each
one of us to do the same three things—love Him, love others, and tell others about Him. Yet, the way each of us fulfills this call will
vary depending on where God has placed us. Regardless of how this calling takes shape, we will need the courage of God that is
freely given to us in Jesus Christ who has overcome the world for us.
ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOSHUA 4:1-7.
• Why is it important to understand where they had come from and where they were going in order to see why God gave them
these instructions?
It had been a long road to the Jordan River. The people had been slaves in Egypt for some 400 years until God miraculously delivered
them. Then they had spent 40 more years wandering in the wilderness due to their lack of faith. But now, at long last, they were
crossing the Jordan River into the land God had promised Abraham hundreds of years earlier. God wisely commanded them not just
to cross the river, but to set up a monument that would serve as a reminder of that crossing into the future.
• Do you have anything like these stones in your life? A sort of memorial to help you remember what God had done at a
specific time? What do your memorials remind you of regarding God’s character?
As we follow Jesus into the future, there is no doubt He will lead us through difficult times. It’s during times like that when we are
likely to question whether God is truly good, or powerful, or even faithful. During those times, we can look back to where we’ve
come from and know that God is still the same God who has always led us. If He provided for us once, He will be faithful to do so
again. The Israelites were about to embark on a season of war, and during that time, God knew there would be times when they
would need to call to memory His power and faithfulness. By establishing this memorial at Gilgal, their base of operations, the
people would see time and time again the reminder of who He is.
ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOSHUA 4:8-24.
• Besides this generation of Israelites, there were two other groups of people the memorial was meant to communicate to.
Who were they?
• What does this show you about the way faith is to be communicated through families?
• Do you have any regular means of re-telling your story of God’s faithfulness to the next generation? What are they?
• What does the fact that the memorial was also set up to show all the people of the earth who God is show you about His
intent for His people?
• How would this memorial result in the fear of the Lord (v. 24)? How does your story have the same result?

The call from Joshua 4 is a call for us to remember. But remembering is something that rarely happens by accident; it’s something
we must make an effort to do. But when we do, we are better prepared for what God is calling us to do because we have been
bolstered by the memory of His faithfulness in the past. We must be active rememberers, not only for our sake, but for the sake of
those coming behind us and for the sake of all the nations of the earth.
APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
• Is there something God is asking you to do right now that you lack the courage to follow through on? How do we rely on His
courage instead of our own? Why is this often easier said than done?
• What is one way you are going to integrate the discipline of remembering into your life this week?
• How are you going to do that for your family? To help them regularly recall who God is and who they are in Him?
• What is one part of your story of God’s faithfulness that you need to share with those closest to you this week?
COMMENTARY

JOSHUA 1:1-9
1:1. The death of Moses created a leadership vacuum. Joshua son of Nun, who had served Moses, identifies Joshua as the one who
had been with Moses since Exodus 17. That he “served Moses” (cp. Ex 24:13) uses a different term than “ Lord’s servant.”
1:2. God commanded Joshua to prepare the people to cross over the Jordan. The fact that all the people were involved emphasizes
the importance of unity among the people of God. God emphasized that the land was something He was giving the Israelites; it was
God’s grace, not the efforts of the Israelites, that provided the land.
1:3. Repeating the emphasis on the land as God’s gift, it now included every place where the sole of your foot treads. Although the
“promised land” is normally understood as something that God promised Abram, Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. 12:1-3), here God attached
the promise to Moses.
1:5. The reference to as long as you live looks to the end of Joshua’s life, concluding this “Table of Contents” in verses 2-5. The promise
I will not leave you anticipates the plea of Gibeon in 10:6, “Don’t abandon your servants,” using the same expression. Likewise the
verb forsake occurs again in Joshua, in Israel’s promise of loyalty to God (“abandon” in 24:16,20). This verse forms a hinge, concluding
the previous sections of promises and introducing the next section of responsibilities. God’s promise of His presence occurs again in
1:9 and thus provides an “envelope” to 1:6-9. All the responsibilities of these verses depend on God’s presence that guarantees the
mission’s success, just as Christ’s presence enables His disciples to achieve their mission (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,20; Acts 1:8).
1:6. God’s command, Be strong and courageous, already spoken by Moses to Israel, appears three times here. The expression is used
before great undertakings, like David’s charge to Solomon to build the temple, King Hezekiah’s encouragement to his subjects to
withstand the enemy’s siege (2 Chron. 32:7), and Joshua’s own charge to Israel to fight (Josh. 10:25).
1:7. The word success (Hb sakal; cp. “succeed” in v. 8) is found frequently in the Wisdom literature to describe one’s mastery of the
world and insight into its challenges (“wise” in Prov. 1:3). The whole instruction (Hb torah) describes God’s revelation in the form of
the previous books of the law of Moses.
1:8-9. Two more references to the instruction affirm the key importance of God’s revelation. Study and learning of it are to form so
much a part of one’s life that the words are fully obeyed as in Deuteronomy 6:6-9. The “frame” of God’s promised presence in Joshua
1:5,9 indicates that Joshua’s success will come because God is with him, enabling him to read and observe God’s word (Eph. 2:8-10).
JOSHUA 4:1-24
4:1. The emphasis on the entire nation crossing suggests the importance of the unity pictured here. The term had finished could also
be interpreted as “were finishing,” meaning the crossing and the events of verses 1-5 overlapped. The key word crossing (Hb ‘avar)
occurs four times in this section.
4:2. These are the 12 men selected at 3:12.
4:3. The 12 stones represent the point of the crossing of the whole nation of Israel, all 12 tribes. This would enable future generations
to understand and participate spiritually in the crossing that Joshua and the 12 tribes experienced.
4:6-7. The word sign occurs only here in Joshua. In the Pentateuch it is associated with Israel’s religious festivals and events, such as
Passover (Ex 12:14; 13:9). The explanation given to future generations takes a chiastic form. The outermost phrases designate a sign
or memorial. Within that are lines referring to these stones and then how the waters of the Jordan were cut off. The central focus is
that this occurred when the ark of the Lord‘s covenant, the presence of God, crossed the Jordan.

4:8-12. There are three possibilities here. First, Joshua may have set up a separate pile of stones in the middle of the river, which was
probably visible during the dry season. Second, Joshua, as leader, was credited with taking the 12 stones out of the river by means of
the 12 men in his employ. The phrase in verse 9 means that Joshua commanded the men to set up 12 stones from the middle of the
Jordan. Third, verse 9 might be retrospective—Joshua had set up 12 stones in the middle of the Jordan—and the 12 men subsequently
picked up those same stones and set them down in the camp.
4:13. The troops that crossed entered enemy territory, but they also had established a foothold in the promised land when they arrived
west of the Jordan River. This 40,000 represented the best portion of the Transjordanian fighting force that crossed with their kinsmen.
According to Num 26:7,18,34 the total of these two and a half tribes would have been over a hundred thousand (see note at Num
1:44-46). Perhaps the rest were protecting their land and families.
4:14. That the Lord exalted Joshua indicates the fulfillment of 3:8. The connection with Moses is reaffirmed.
4:15-17. The time of the exit from the Jordan River, like the time of the entrance into the river, is determined by God.
4:18. The priests’ ascent from the river bed brings the miracle to an end. They reversed the procedure by which they began the parting
of the waters (3:13-16).
4:19. The tenth day of the first month was the day that preparations for the Passover were to be made (Ex 12:2-3). This signals the
celebration of chapter 5. Gilgal, meaning “circle,” could describe any of a variety of sites.
4:20-23. The purpose of the 12 stones is found in the questions that the children would ask. The question and the instruction of the
next generation about the divine miracles resembles Dt 6:6-9. Questions asked by sons about the significance of the Passover and the
exodus are found in the Jewish Passover Seder or liturgy. Their mention here connects this Passover with the events of the crossing
of the Jordan just as the earlier Passover remembered the crossing of the Red Sea.
4:24. The purpose of this miracle is to declare God’s might to all the people of the earth and to encourage Israel to always fear the
Lord . Faith and commitment to God is the goal, just as with the miracles of Jesus (Jn 20:30-31).

